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This Power Point presentation will be available on my website
nativehaunts.com under Presentation Archive





"Topics (of interest) include a photo tour of some of our most 
noteworthy natives, propagating and growing native plants, 
identifying natives, using natives in your landscapes, invasive 
plant species, and so on."

 

xĲƣќƚШƖĲƽŔŰĬШċШĤŔƣввввЮЮ 
Fran ]ŔƖċƖĬќƚШŸƖŔŊŔŰċũШƖĲƕƨĲƚƣШŉŸƖШƣŸĬċǃќƚШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰа



ÅFirst things first; what is a native plant anyway?
ÅWe will be looking at native plants in both the built and natural (or 

naturalized) landscape.
ÅWe will  look at an ecological restoration project in Kennebunk, Maine that 

confronts the problem of invasive plants, how to control them, and 
noteworthy native plants that we encountered (uncovered!) there.
ÅEcological restoration involves protecting the native plants on site and 

supplementing with nursery grown native plants.
ÅHow do you grow native plants to use in restoration projects?

So, how to best discuss these topics of interest?



What makes a 
plant native ?



ÑőĲШŸũĬШĬĲŉŔŰŔƣŔŸŰШŸŉШċШŰċƣŔƻĲШƓũċŰƣШƽċƚШƚŔůƓũǃШљƣőŸƚĲШƣőċƣШ
were growing in the area prior to European settlementЮњ

Greenville, ME



A striking example of co-
evolution; oak gall wasps are host 
specific, utilizing native oak trees 

to complete their lifecycle.  

We now have another layer, highlighting a more integrated 
concept of what makes a plant native; 

co-evolution with a community of organisms.



The spectacular larvae of the 
spicebush swallowtail butterfly 

will feed on only spicebush 
and sassafras.



Monarch butterflies must have 
milkweed to complete its 

lifecycle. Thankfully, it can use 
multiple  species in the genus 

Asclepias. 

Common milkweed, Asclepias syriaca.



Native plants in the 
built and natural 
landscape.
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fШőċƻĲŰќƣШŉŔŊƨƖĲĬШŸƨƣШŔŉШƣőŔƚШƽċƚШ
intentional or not, but we have 
native common milkweed 
growing with native cultivars, 
and non-native  perennials.



ÂċƖťŔŰŊШũŸƣƚШĬŸŰќƣШ
have to be 

wastelands. 

The parking lot areas at Coastal 
Maine Botanical Garden are 
densely planted with native 
trees, shrubs, and perennials 
creating a sanctuary in a most 
unlikely spot.



Parking lots at Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens in 
Boothbay, ME



Parking lots at Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens in 
Boothbay, ME



Based in Portland, Oregon
depave.org



Based in Somerville, Massachusetts
https://www.greenopensomerville.org/



The resilience of our native 
plants is hard to ignore; here 
we have yarrow and grass 
leaved golden rod growing 
through thin pavement cracks.

Notice the organic matter 
accumulating around the 
plants. If left in place this 
would be a starting point for 
even more plants to establish.



A most unnatural assemblage 
of native plants, but it works! A 
blend of native wetland shrubs 
growing with upland dwelling 
perennials at the Native Plant 
Gardens of Blue Hill.

Native Plant Gardens of Blue Hill, ME



Native Plant Gardens of Blue Hill, ME

This audacious planting plan 
showcases the incredible 
adaptability of our native 
plants, particularly wetland 
associated shrubs.



љÉƣŸƓШƣőĲШůŸƽШċŰĬШũĲƣШŔƣШŊƖŸƽЮњШ
This is the field behind my 
house that had traditionally 
been maintained as a hayfield. 
 ŸƽШŔƣќƚШċШƓŸũũŔŰċƣŸƖШƓċƖċĬŔƚĲЯШ
especially in the fall.

Native Haunts, Alfred, ME



Native Haunts, Alfred, ME



Native Haunts, Alfred, ME

Several buttonbush shrubs in 
the wet area of the former hay 
field are finally able to reach 
their full potential after years of 
љĤĲőĲċĬŔŰŊњЮ

The good and the bad; 
bittersweet vine is also reveling 
in the post-mowing landscape.



Wonderful surprises come up 
when you stop mowing, like 
these native blue flag irises 
growing in a wet pocket of the 
field.

Native Haunts, Alfred, ME



It takes all sizes; this 
diminutive crescent butterfly is 
feeding on the lilliputian calico 
aster.



A pollinator garden should 
consist of many different 
layers, including trees, shrubs, 
and perennials. 

Laudholm Farm, Wells, ME


