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• What is a native plant?

• Learning more about Native 
Haunts and what I do.

• Creating backyards that 
pollinators find attractive.

• Local native plants that 
support all pollinators, 
especially bees.

• How to get native plants 
growing in our yards and 
where to get them.

• How climate change is and 
may impact our native 
species.

Points to be discussed in 
today’s presentation-



What, exactly, is meant by a native plant?

Native plants are the trees, shrubs, herbaceous perennials, and annuals that were found growing here prior 
to European colonization. They have a shared evolutionary history with other organisms in the ecosystem.

Apple trees seem like a native 
species because they have 

naturalized into our landscape. 
They have been growing here for 

a long time, since at least the 
1500’s. Originating in Eurasia, they 

were brought over with the first 
European settlers.  



So, what do you do, at 
Native Haunts?

My main goal is to get people 
connected with native plants.

• I do this by growing and 
procuring a diverse selection of 
native plant materials. 
• I specialize in shrubs (woody 
plant material), but also offer 
wildlife friendly perennials.
• On-site consultations; folks can
have me walk their property and 
identify what they have growing, 
both good and bad, and what 
could be growing.
• Educational presentations such 
as this one.
• Introducing under-represented 
plants into the market, like native 
willows.
• Organizing a native plant
growers co-op.



What Makes a 
Pollinator Friendly 

Yard?
• Eliminating the use of pesticides including 

herbicides

• Mind when you mow! Mowing kills bees and 
other pollinators when they are out foraging. 
Choose cooler parts of the day like late 
evening or when its windy or overcast. 
Reduce frequency of mowing.

• Stop mowing! Choose a portion of the yard to 
stop mowing and see what comes up, you will 
be surprised!  Un-mown areas provide 
habitat for nesting and forage material. About 
70% of our native bees are ground nesters, 
bare patches will benefit these species.

• “Set-asides” like hedgerows, areas with 
bramble or brush,  provide undisturbed areas 
for nesting.



What Makes a Pollinator 
Friendly Yard?



This set-aside appears to be just a patch of weeds, but it’s 
a highly active forage area for bees and other pollinators. 

The green plants in the foreground are a “classic weed”, 
ragweed, a native annual.

The pink tasseled plants in the back-ground is smartweed, 
a non-native annual that also feeds a large number of
pollinators. 



“Just stop mowing”. This spectacular patch of Joe Pye weed
and goldenrods is at the edge of an athletic field. Spared by 
the mower, it supports a tremendous number of pollinators.
Note the purple loosestrife in the background, left. It is an
aggressive non-native invader of wetlands. 



This spectacular patch of goldenrod was 
made possible by doing nothing. On sunny 

days it is positively humming with 
pollinators.



Native trees are important 
sources of pollen and 

nectar;
• Maples (Acer species)-Red, Sugar, Box 

elder

• Black tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica)

• American Basswood (Tilia americana)

• American chestnut (Castanea dentata)

• Elm (Ulmus americana)

• Oaks (Quercus species)

Basswood flowers Black tupelo flowers

Sugar maple flowers



Basswood tree

Basswood nut

Basswood flower



Black tupelo tree

Black tupelo flower

Black tupelo bark



Native shrubs feed pollinators and 
bees throughout the season…….

• Shadbushes (Amelanchier species)
• Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis)
• Cherries and Plums (Prunus spp)- black & choke cherry, beach plum
• Chokeberries (Aronia spp.)
• Elderberries, Red and Black (Sambucus spp.)
• Bush honeysuckle (Diervilla lonicera)
• Blueberries-highbush and lowbush (Vaccinium spp)
• Meadow sweet (Spiraea spp.)
• Summer sweet (Clethra alnifolia)
• Pussy Willow (Salix discolor)-very early season pollen source
• Dogwoods (Cornus/Swida spp.)
• Viburnums (Viburnum spp.)
• Winterberry (Ilex spp.)
• Rose, Carolina and Virginia (Rosa spp.)
• Sumacs (Rhus spp.)

Black chokeberry flower

Bush honeysuckle



Shadbush, Amelanchier laevis



Buttonbush, Cephalanthus occidentalis
Buttonbush, Cephalanthus occidentalis



Staghorn sumac, Rhus typhina



Willow, Salix sp.



Beach plum, Prunus maritima



Black cherry, Prunus serotina Beach plum, Prunus maritima Fire cherry, Prunus pensylvanica

Sand cherry, Prunus pumila var. depressa Chokecherry, Prunus virginiana



Purple chokeberry, Aronia floribunda



Winterberry, Ilex verticilata



Lowbush blueberry, Vaccinium angustifolium



Pasture rose, Rosa caroliniana



Purple flowering raspberry, Rubus odoratus



Nannyberry, Viburnum lentago



Bush honeysuckle (Diervilla lonicera)



Meadowsweet, Spiraea tomentosum



Elderberry, Sambucus canadensis



Native annuals and perennials feed 
pollinators and bees throughout 
the season…….

• Wild Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis)

• Cranesbill geranium (Geranium maculatum)

• Turtlehead (Chelone glabra)

• Milkweeds (Asclepias species)

• Joe Pye weeds (Eupatorium/Eutrochium species)

• Coneflowers (Echinacea pupureum)

• New England aster (Symphyotrichum novae-angliae)

• Goldenrods (Solidago species)

• Mountain mint (Pycnanthemem species)

• Bee balm (Monarda species)

• Beardtongue (Penstemon species)

• Foam flower (Tiarella cordifolia)

• Virgin’s bower vine (Clematis virginiana)

• Pokeweed (Phytolacca americana)

Bee feeding on common 
milkweed

Beebalm



Virgin’s Bower vine, Clematis virginiana



Northern blazing star,
Liatris novae-angliae



Pycnanthemum muticum
Clustered mountain mint



Common violet, Viola sp.



American pokeweed, Phytloacca americana



Turtle head, Chelone glabra



Clearwing moth visiting Common 
Milkweed



New England aster, Symphyotrichum novae-angliae



Evening primrose, Oenthera biennis



Joe Pye weed, Eutrochium maculatum



Bee balm, Monarda fistulosa



Goldenrod, Solidago spp.



• Purple coneflower, Echinacea pupurea



We know how 
important native 
plants are, so where 
and how do we get 
them?



Transplanting from the wild is discouraged, but there are exceptions including-
• If the plants will be destroyed by construction or development, it’s worth a try to move the 

plants. Many gardening folks have plant refugees in their yards.

Grow your own!
• There are many species of native plants that grow readily from seed that you can buy or collect 

yourself. 

Stop mowing!
• Pick a section of your lawn to use as a “set aside”. Skip the mowing on this section and you will

be surprised what comes up.

Purchase native plants!
• Every year it’s getting easier to find and buy native plants.
• Non-varietal selections are typically preferred as they have a better ecological fit.
• Native plants are versatile and well adapted to low nutrient soils and a variety of moisture 

levels. 
• There is a native for any and every spot on your landscape!

How to Get Growing with Native Plants.



Specialty Native Plant Nurseries
• Native Haunts, Alfred, ME, nativehaunts.com
• Rebel Hill Farm, Liberty, ME, rebelhillfarm.com
• Burnt Meadow Nursery, Brownfield, ME, burntmeadow.com
• Native Plant Trust, Framingham and Whatley, MA, nativeplanttrust.org

Yearly Native Plant Sales
• Native Plant Gardens at Blue Hill, ME
• Audubon Society, Gilsland Farm, Falmouth, ME

Native Plant Organizations
• Wild Seed Project, wildseedproject.net
• Native Plant Trust, nativeplanttrust.org

Native Plant Seeds
• Wild Seed Project, wildseedproject.net
• Prairie Moon Nursery, prariemoon.com
• Schumacher Seeds, treeandshrubseeds.com
• Collect your own!

Sources for Native Plants and Seeds 



How is/might climate change 
impact our native plant species?



How we might expect climate change to impact native species.

How climate change is impacting native species.

• Spicebush, very common 
in southern New 
England, is considered a 
rare plant here in Maine.

• More and more 
locations are being 
discovered for this plant.

• Is it starting to spread 
north as the climate 
changes? Possibly.

How Climate Change May 
be Impacting Native 

Species; 
Plant Movement.



How Climate Change May be 
Impacting Native Species;

Premature Decline

• Centuries old sugar maples are 
struggling to survive. I have noticed a lot 
of “old timers” that are in decline, 
seemingly, all at once, relatively speaking.

• Under several proposed climate change 
models, sugar maple is one of the species 
that is expected to “move northward” as 
we heat up here in southern Maine.



• Already stressed native 
plants become more 
susceptible to invasive 
non-native insect pests.

• This past year has seen an
explosion of hemlock 
wooly adelgid, a pest from 
Asia that feeds on plant 
sap. 

Hemlock wooly adelgid 
infested hemlock tree.How Climate Change 

May be Impacting Native 
Species;

Non-native Insect Pests



How Climate Change 
May be Impacting 

Native Species; 

Non-Native Insect Pests

• Already stressed native plants become more susceptible to invasive 
non-native insect pests.

• The presence of Emerald ash borer is given away by bird activity; birds 
peck and strip away at the bark to feed on the borer larvae just under 
the bark.

Emerald ash borer



Alfred, Maine
207-604-8655

nativehaunts@gmail.com

nativehaunts.com

Please contact me 
with:

•Questions or comments 
on today’s presentation.

• Inquiries on native plant 
material.

•Landscape consulting 
and other services.


